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M. B. Kirkham is University Distinguished Professor in the Department of Agronomy at
Kansas State University and teaches a graduate-level class on soil-plant-water relations. Dr.
Kirkham earned a B.A. degree in biological sciences from Wellesley College and M.S. degree
and Ph.D. in botany (minor: soil science) from the University of Wisconsin. Dr. Kirkham is a
Fellow of the American Society of Agronomy, Soil Science Society of America, Crop Science
Society of America, American Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Royal
Meteorological Society. Dr. Kirkham is Honorary Member, International Union of Soil
Sciences. Dr. Kirkham’s research focuses on soil-plant-water relations and currently is dealing
with the uptake of microplastics by plants and their movement through soil. Past work has been
supported by the United States Department of Agriculture, the U.S. National Science
Foundation, and the U.S. Department of Energy. Dr. Kirkham has published over 350 papers,
four textbooks, and edited or co-edited seven books, including “Spoil to Soil: Mine Site
Rehabilitation and Revegetation” (CRC Press, 2018) and “Particulate Plastics in Terrestrial and
Aquatic Environments” (CRC Press, 2020). Dr. Kirkham is a member of 32 scientific societies,
is peer reviewer for many manuscripts, and is on the editorial board of 16 international scientific
journals.



