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Prof. Lara Hanna-Wakim is an internationally recognized academic leader and expert in 
the Water–Food–Energy–Climate Nexus, with more than 25 years of experience 
spanning higher education, agricultural and food sciences, sustainability, food security, 
food safety, climate resilience, and international policy engagement. 
 
She has held senior leadership positions at the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), 
Lebanon, including Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences, Vice-Director 
of the Higher Center for Research, and currently serving as Director of the Continuing 
Learning Center. Through these roles, she has contributed significantly to institutional 
development, academic innovation, research advancement, and capacity building in 
agricultural and food sciences.   
 
Prof. Hanna-Wakim holds a PhD in Food Process Engineering from AgroParisTech, 
France, with a focus on sustainable food engineering systems and global food security. 
She also holds advanced qualifications in food sciences, agricultural engineering, and 
higher education leadership, including a Diploma from the AIEA Academy of Leaders in 
International Higher Education at Duke University, USA and two Masters in Teaching 
and  Learning in Higher Education from Norwich, USA and University of Chester, UK.  
 
Her international engagement includes serving as Chair of the Food Security Committee 
of the International Union of Food Science and Technology, Fellow of the International 
Academy of Food Science and Technology, member of the IUFoST Governing Council, 
and National Coordinator for the United Nations Environment Programme Faith for 
Earth Project in Lebanon. She has also served as National Focal Point for Climate 
Action, Resource Efficiency and Raw Materials under the European Union Horizon 2020 
Framework Programme.   
 
Prof. Hanna-Wakim has also played an active role in the Global Confederation of Higher 
Education Associations for Agricultural and Life Sciences (GCHERA) including serving 
as Jury Chair of the World Agriculture Prize in 2021 and Vice-President of GCHERA 
2015 Conference.  
 
She has authored and co-authored more than 50 peer-reviewed scientific publications, 
book chapters, and scholarly contributions. In recognition of her impactful work, she has 
been named a Women Leader by the Lebanese Parliament and honored by the Minister 
of Agriculture for outstanding leadership and achievements in agricultural education. 
She has been recognized as well as Best Researcher Awards from USEK.  
 


