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CONFERENCE OBJECTIVE

Agriculture in the 21st century has evolved—growing much more complex
and intertwined with other cross-disciplines as it intersects with health and
nutritional science, biosciences, engineering, environmental impacts, the
food system, value chains and agricultural markets. 

Educational institutions worldwide are undergoing scrutiny as many
question whether the current agricultural programs are adequately
preparing graduates with the skills needed to respond to future needs of
their employers and society.

This conference explores the challenges and opportunities confronting
agriculture, higher education, and the roles that society, our communities,
business and entrepreneurship, values and ethics play in the education of
leaders and agents of change in agriculture and life sciences. 

Universities need to explore new and innovative pedagogy, seek more
effective and integrated educational systems, and transform their
educational systems.We must consider the role of students and faculty
within the university culture, and the changes which are needed to create
more effective learning and research environments.

How do we best prepare the future leaders in agriculture to become
ethical, creative, and innovative thinkers who are able to meet the
challenges of the 21st century? This is the question we want to explore as
part of this conference. 

The conference plans to explore the process of university transformation
and successful experiences. 



Activities
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
7:30 - 8:30              Event Registration
8:30 - 9:30              Inauguration
9:30 - 10:00            Coffee break
10:00 - 12:00          Session 1. Roundtable: Relevance of current higher education for the professional of the 21st-century. 
12:00 - 13:00          Lunch
13:00 - 14:30          Session 2. Roundtable: 21st-century challenges for universities in agriculture and life sciences.
14:30 - 15:00          Cofee break
15:00 - 16:30          Session 3. Roundtable: Challenges, knowledge and skills of the 21st-century agriculture graduate 
                                 What do they need to know?
16:30 - 18:00          Meeting – Future of the Transforming Higher Education Project (By Invitation)

thursday, september 22
7:00 - 9:00             Breakfast Meeting - GCHERA General Assembly

9:00 - 10:30            Session 4. Roundtable: How are universities transformed and how do we promote transformation?
10:30 - 11:00          Coffee break
11:00 - 12:30          Session 5. Roundtable: Cases of Innovation in Higher Education.
12:30 - 13:30          Lunch
13:30 - 15:00          Session 6. Roundtable: Education focused on training future professionals, ethical leaders, and agents   
                                 of change.

MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM

SYMPOSIUM OF THE PROJECT TRANSFORMING HIGHER
EDUCATION
RESULTS AND EXPERIENCES OF TRANSFORMING HIGHER EDUCATION
15:00 - 15:30          Session 7. Introduction to the Transforming Higher Education Project
15:30 - 16:30          AMEAS Assembly - election of next venue
16:30 - 17:00          Closed Meeting –Transforming Higher Education Globally (By Invitation)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
Session 8:  Roundtables: IMPACT OF THE PILOT UNIVERSITY TRANSFORMATIONS
8:00 - 10:00             Session 8a. Institutional Culture: Perspective of Students and Faculty.
10:00 - 10:30           Coffee break
10:30 – 12:00          Session 8b. Community Impact
12:00 – 13:00          Lunch
13:00 – 14:30          Session 8c. Global Impacts and Actions 
14:30 – 15:00          Coffee
15:00 –16:30           Session 9: Lessons learned / Future Vision 
16:30 – 17:00          Closing Comments

    


