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Dr. Maurice Moloney is a Venture Partner at the Bay Area venture capital corporation: Spruce Capital 
Partners. He recently completed 5 years as the Chief Executive Officer of the Global Institute for Food 
Security, a unique public-private partnership between Potash Corp (now Nutrien) and the Government 
of Saskatchewan. This $100M organization performs strategic research in areas of seed productivity, soil 
sustainability and digital agriculture. With a $37M CFREF award from the Federal Government he 
developed a unique multidisciplinary program of plant and soil scientists, computer scientists, 
engineers, physicists, social scientists and economists on digital agriculture. 
 
He was previously Executive Director, Food, Health and Life Sciences at CSIRO, in Australia. There he was 
responsible for all Life Science R & D and for industrial and company relationships in the sector.  From 
2009-2014, Professor Moloney was the Chief Executive of Rothamsted Research, UK.  Rothamsted is the 
oldest agricultural research centre in the world.  
 
He was also the founder of SemBioSys Genetics Inc., a Canadian biotechnology company and served as 
the company's President from 1994-1998 and as Chief Scientific Officer from 1998-2010. He led the 
company through its IPO on the Toronto Exchange.  He was the head of the Cell Biology Group at 
Calgene Inc., where he developed the first transgenic Canola plants. This resulted in a landmark patent 
and eventually became the basis of Roundup Ready® and Liberty Link® Canola, which now commands 
90% of the Canola acreage in Canada.  
 
Dr. Moloney has published more than 100 original research papers and is an inventor on 43 issued US 
patents and over 300 patents worldwide. 
 


