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Dr. Desiree M. Hautea has spent more than 35 years of her scientific career in the areas of classical and 
molecular plant genetics, breeding, plant genetics resources and crop biotechnology. She established 
the IPB-UPLB molecular genetics laboratory and pioneered the use of modern biotechnology and other 
innovative technologies to develop and deploy improved crop varieties and to manage and use plant 
genetic resources.  As a teacher, she contributed to curriculum and course development and teaching of 
genetics, biotechnology and genetic resources.  She has mentored several undergraduate, M.Sc. and 
PhD students, and young research staff.   
 
Dr. Hautea obtained and implemented several international and national research grants.  She has 
served as the Regional Coordinator for Southeast Asia and Country Coordinator for the Phil of 
USAID/Cornell U biotechnology projects (ABSPII and FtFBP) since 2003.  She has led the development 
and commercial release of Bt eggplant in the Philippines. 
 
Dr. Hautea also served concurrently in various positions in UPLB, in other national government agencies, 
international organizations, scientific societies and editorial boards.  She served as Director of UPLB’s 
Institute of Plant Breeding, member of the Plant Variety Protection Board and the National Seed 
Industry Council, as technical consultant and external reviewer of national and international research 
agencies, associate editor of scientific journals and board or steering committee member of 
international scientific organizations.  
 
She authored and co-authored well-cited scientific publications 
(https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=SmwWkU0AAAAJ) and presented numerous 
scientific papers and posters in national and international scientific meetings.  She also served a 
resource speaker on modern biotechnology in seminars, public forums and other communication and 
outreach activities   
 
Dr. Hautea obtained her B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees from the University of the Philippines Los Baños, her 
Ph.D. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, post-doctoral training in the University of 
Minnesota, USA and various short-term trainings and visits in academic institutions in the US, Japan, 
Latin America and Europe.  She is a recipient of various honors and awards including Fulbright-Hayes 
PhD, scholarship, Rockefeller Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowship, the National Academy of Science 
and Technology of the Philippines’s Outstanding Young Scientist, National Research Council of the 
Philippines Achievement Award and UPLBAA and UPLBCA Outstanding Alumni Awards, Department of 
Agriculture Faces of Biotechnology Award. 
 


